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UM BRINGS BACK TRA D ITIO N OF MAROON FO R SPIRIT CO LO R
MISSOULA The long tradition of using maroon in place of copper as a spirit color has been revived by
The University of Montana - Missoula.
Copper, silver and gold will remain the official school colors, but maroon will be the
representative color for copper as it was for more than 50 years, said Annie Pontrelli, UM’s
Community Relations and Outreach coordinator.
As far back as the early 1900s maroon, gray and gold were used on "M" sweaters, bear paw
patches and athletic jerseys, she said. A 1916 Kaimin article refers to a student body decision to
use maroon, silver and gold for their "M" sweaters.
That tradition continued until 1967 when football coach Jack Swarthout brought "Texas
orange" to the Montana campus to represent copper. Because of the difficulty and expense
involved with producing true copper, silver and gold representations, a hodgepodge of colors
ranging from burnt orange to rust and brown to varied shades of yellow, has been created
throughout the years, Pontrelli said.
During UM’s centennial celebration in 1993, maroon and gray were the predominant colors
used for publications. Pontrelli said she was approached in the centennial celebration planning
stages by a student honorary group that advocated the revival of the maroon tradition.
After the centennial, many campus individuals and departments continued to use maroon
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because they felt the maroon and gray combination was classier than the mineral combination,
Pontrelli said.
Last spring, Pontrelli conducted an extensive marketing survey of UM students, staff, faculty
and administrators that included questions regarding the University’s school colors. "We found that
a majority of all groups supported the exchange of maroon for copper," Pontrelli said.
Survey results were presented to the administration, the Council of Deans and the executive
officers and the decision was made to return to the tradition of using maroon.
"We didn’t just pull this out of the air," Pontrelli said. "There were reasons for doing it. In
striving toward consistency in our visual image as part of our long-term marketing efforts, we felt it
important to get everybody singing from the same song book in terms of color use."
The University does not anticipate significant additional costs since maroon will replace
copper only as inventories are depleted and reordering is done.
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